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GSU Family and Friends Weekend
Pep Rally, Basketball exhibition games highlights of campus wide, inaugural community celebration event
GSU’s Men’s and Women’s Basketball teams and members of the GSU community welcome Jag, GSU’s new mascot, during the pep rally on Thursday, October 9.
By Dorian Daily
 Governors State University 
held its first ever Friends and Family 
Weekend from October 9-12.  With 
GSU becoming a full-fledged 4-year 
university, friends, parents, families 
and alumni visited the campus to join 
students, faculty and staff for this 
exciting three-day inaugural event. 
Friends and Family Weekend kicked 
off with the pep rally on Thursday, 
October 9. At the pep rally, the student 
body witnessed the introduction of 
the Men’s and Women’s basketball 
teams, and GSU’s new mascot, Jax 
the Jaguar, made its big debut.
 The Men’s Jaguars faced off 
the Trojans of Trinity International 
University for the basketball season’s 
exhibition kick-off game. The Fatal 
Dance Company performed during 
the half time show, in a game that 
proved the GSU Jaguars are a force to 
be reckoned with.
 Friday afternoon presented a 
wide variety of events throughout the 
campus. Friends and Family Weekend 
participants first registered near the 
Hall of Governors and participated in 
various activities, such as exercising 
in the Student Fitness Center, dipping 
in the indoor pool for Open Swim, 
learning to line dance, and even taking 
funny pictures in the photo booth. 
 GSU students were also able 
to “Get Connected” through GSU 
Connect. GSU Connect is a media 
campaign aimed at connecting the 
student body to GSU in directly via 
their Smartphones, with the myGSU 
mobile app, the Eat Well App, and 
GSU Library’s Cube. Students also 
got “Connected” on the site by 
downloading the apps and following 
GSU on Twitter @Governors_State. 
 The Family and Friends 
Weekend activities took place in the 
the Hall of Governors and throughout 
the university.  Activities included 
the Student Art Show at the GSU Art 
Gallery, a reflection of the history of 
the GSU Library and free games of 
Bingo in Engbretson Hall sponsored 
by the College of Business and Public 
Administration. 
 Friday nights’ highlight 
performance starred hyptonist Jim 
Wand in the Center for Performing 
Arts at 7pm.
      Continued on pg 5
Continued from page 1
Members of the GSU community try some Palestinian wares at the 
International Students Club exhibit of Passport World.
Rebirth Jazz Band brings the Hall of Governors to life last Saturday night.
Student Senate Vice President Addison 
Jackson and his daughter Madison.
FFW included many curiousities, including a 
balloon man on stilts and a facepainting kiosk.
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  As a Social worker undergrad 
student I would like to take this time 
to bring light to a subject matter that 
I found interesting and important. 
The Fall 2014 admissions application 
has added the question “have you 
been convicted of a felony” to the 
application. I would like to term it as 
“The Box.” Ironically, The Box goes 
against the advocacy of Social Justice. 
Condoing it or remaining silent would 
mean it is acceptable. It is amazing 
that there is a process to eliminate the 
box off the employment application 
discrimination and pre-judgment of a 
convicted felon 
 This is the New Jim Crow 
all over again. How far has Society 
come? I wonder who dropped the ball 
on this one, or better yet, why was 
The Box validated as a standard part 
of the GSU student application? 
 The Box is an example of 
nstitutional racism disguised.  For 
felons,The Box is an injustice to them 
and a cause of great disspaointment. 
The same institutions that are designed 
to help everyone succeed must take 
you to a higher level of consciousness, 
a second chance, since societial law 
states that once a crime is punished by 
the law, your release is your chance 
for redemption. Is The Box a set up 
to fail? The federal government will 
allow FAFSA for all individuals to 
attend public institutions [that have 
not been convicted of purchasing or 
selling a prohibited substance while 
receiving student loans. Ed.]. So not 
only is The Box a civil cause, it is a 
legal cause, moral and unethical. In 
my opinion all of humanity should be 
asked this question... “are you capable 
of redemption or not upon release 
from jail?” There’s a smoke screen 
that exists with gun violence, and 
police misconduct surrounding many 
issues is overlooked or often ignored. 
For a convicted felon, being blind-
sided by The Box can be unthinkable.
 However, there are measures 
and ways to resolve this matter. One is 
generating hope by bringing attention 
to The Box for those who may not be 
aware of it. GSU needs a collaboration 
of Addiction Study, Psychology, 
and Social Work students rallying 
around the removal of the Box. The 
13 founding colonies commited 
Treason, a high form of felony, but 
they still came up with this:  “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness”.
   - Jerry Davis, BSW
“The Box”: a spoke in the wheels 
of Social Justice
 The space race has grabbed 
the attention of humanity since long 
before the first Russian Sputnik 
launch, and has directed our vision 
toward the sky, to imagine what 
possibilities exist above our heads. 
But besides the science fiction stories 
its’ research has inspired, NASA 
operations and research have lead to 
innovations that have shaped modern 
society from it’s very foundations.
 On the surface, it is easy to 
question what flying astronauts to 
space has to do with anything other 
than flying astronauts into space: 
but the list of inventions that have 
come from research done by those 
astronauts is astounding. Examples 
of products we take for granted are 
prosthetic limbs, improved vehicle 
tires, temper foam, solar power 
systems, fire resistance, and many 
more.
 It is important to note that 
NASA’s research is not necessarily 
dedicated to providing the public 
with new amenities and improved 
technology. Many of the items from 
the list above came from research done 
The Importance of Funding 
NASA ResearchDissilusionment with Domestic Violence in the NFL
 I am not much of a sports 
person... the only sport that interests 
me at all is boxing.  Let me tell you why 
I hate most sports. National athletes 
tend to get a free pass whenever they 
commit a crime because they play a 
sport.  
 Domestic violence is 
definitely not appropriate under any 
circumstance. I know people love 
sports but, for me, why would I 
even want to watch a sport when the 
league, the NFL in this case, is full of 
hypocrites who consider the impact 
of a game more than they have even 
bother to consider the impact that 
their petty suspension penalties has 
on women.  
 The NFL clearly has a 
domestic violence problem.  Why 
does the commissioner need to see 
a video of a man punching a woman 
in the face in order to realize it’s 
unacceptable?  If it weren’t for the 
backlash and uproar of others, Roger 
Goodell would have kept his eye 
turned and Ray Rice would still be 
playing for the Baltimore Ravens. 
FREE PASS.  
 Why is it that, back in 1994, it 
took Nicole Brown Simpson’s murder 
to help us realize that domestic 
violence is a problem and, 2 decades 
later, Janay Rice’s beating in an 
elevator forces us to come to terms 
with how much we will tolerate it? 
Decades pass and the NFL still has 
done little to help the problem without 
the protests of others first.  
  I consider myself 
an advocate for women as I have 
a lot of passionate feelings as to 
their rights and why we should have 
had a woman president years ago. 
Katie Nolan, of Fox Sports 1, gave 
her stance on the domestic violence 
problem in a YouTube video.  In part, 
she said, “Women in sports television 
are allowed to read headlines, 
patrol sidelines, and generally 
facilitate conversation for their male 
colleagues. Sometimes, they even let 
us monitor the internet from a couch. 
And while the Steven A. Smiths, 
Mike Francesses, Dan Patricks, and 
Keith Olbermanns of the world get to 
weigh in on the issues of the day, we 
just smile and throw to commercial.”
 “A lot of people like to justify 
women’s supporting role in sports 
media by saying, ‘well, they’ve never 
played the game, so they just aren’t 
qualified to speak about it,” said 
Nolan.  “Because God forbid someone 
misspeak about the game.  But topics 
like domestic violence, racism, and 
corruption, let’s let Boomer handle 
those between downs.  It’s time for 
the conversation to change, or at least 
those participating in the conversation. 
It’s time for women to have a seat at 
the big boy table, and not where their 
presence is a gimmick or a concept, 
just a person who happens to have 
breasts offering their opinion on the 
sports they love and the topics they 
know.” 
 In closing, it is up to the media 
to change their tolerance of domestic 
violence before the NFL does.  The 
NFL answers to the media.  It’s time 
to make a change.   
               - Bob Meyers, Staff Writer
“...the space 
program... had the 
collateral affect of 
improving common 
technology.”
to improve the space program, which 
had the collateral affect of improving 
common technology. Prosthetic limbs 
were mentioned, but NASA did not 
invent them or even directly seek 
to improve them; however, shock 
absorption materials were developed 
for equipment and personal use during 
space flight. These materials are now 
in use in modern prosthetics, and have 
improved them immensely. 
 Funding for NASA has 
dropped significantly from it’s peak 
in the late 1960’s (about 4.5% of the 
federal budget) to the lowest it has 
ever been, at less than half a percent 
of the federal budget this year. Despite 
the lack of funds, society has still seen 
improvements in its’ technology, from 
smart phones to renewable energy, that 
have been largely effected by NASA’s 
research. Though the argument can be 
made that our money should be spent 
here at home, on Earth, the argument 
can also be made that spending our 
money on work done in space can 
help just as much, if not more. 
  
          - Kyle Horn, Associate Editor
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“Beginning Thursday, October 9th, and every Thursday until 
the end of the semester, Drs. Maristela Zell and Tim Pedigo will 
be offering mindfulness meditation from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm in 
the interfaith/ meditation room in the student union. 
 
The semester can be stressful and meditation is known  
to decrease stress and improve concentration,  
OpEd
Illinois State Gubernatiorial Elections 
November 2nd Midterms: 
Who’s Running, And Why You Should Vote.
By William Wright
 When compared to the 
spectacle of the Presidential election, it 
can be easy to overlook the midterms. 
The U.S. media isn’t as frenzied, and 
there are so many candidates running 
for so many positions, that it is almost 
impossible to keep track of them all; 
which is probably part of the reason 
only 37% of eligible voters turned out 
in the 2012 midterms. But midterm 
elections are just as important; they’re 
the elections in which citizens choose 
the men and women who will make 
laws on everything from the state 
minimum wage, to what our children 
will learn in school. 
 This year, the people of 
Illinois will vote on a plethora of 
state officials, from U.S. Senators, 
right down to school board members. 
One of the highest profile races 
is the Gubernatorial election. The 
Illinois Governor is the head of the 
state executive branch, with powers 
mirroring those of the President at the 
federal level. In this year’s election, 
incumbent Pat Quinn (D) and his 
Lieutenant Governor Paul Vallas face 
challenger Bruce Rauner (R) and his 
prospective Lieutenant Governor 
Evelyn Sanguinetti. 
 Quinn has been a key player in 
Illinois politics since the ‘70s, and was 
elected Governor in 2009.  Key issues 
in his campaign include improvement 
and investment into education, an 
environmentally friendly economy, 
the belief that healthcare and equality 
are human rights, and a budget plan 
called “securing Illinois’ Financial 
Future”, a five-year blueprint Quinn 
proposes will keep Illinois moving 
forward. 
 Rauner on the other hand, 
is a businessman, who, according to 
his campaign advertisements, “isn’t 
interested in a political career” and 
who’s motivated to run exclusively 
because he “refuses to stand by while 
career politicians drive [Illinois] 
into the ground.” Rauner is running 
on a platform mandating fiscal 
responsibility, with a focus on job-
creation, decreased government 
spending, decreased income and 
corporate taxes, and pension reform. 
 Illinois elections are usually 
anything but close, but in a surprising 
turn of events, the gubernatorial race 
is tight in 2014, with Quinn leading 
by just two points after several lead-
changes according to a September 30 
poll by Rassmussen Reports. 
 On the national level, Illinois 
voters will elect their members of the 
U.S. House and U.S. Senate. 
 Most GSU students will most 
likely live within the Illinois 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Congressional districts, whose 
races are shaping up as follows: 
 In the race for the 1st district, 
Incumbent Democrat Bobby Rush will 
face Republican Jimmy Lee Tillman; 
in the 2nd, Incumbent Democrat 
Robin Kelly will face Republican Eric 
Wallace; and in the 3rd, Incumbent 
Democrat Dan Lipinski will face 
Republican Sharon Brannigan. 
 In the race for a seat in the 
U.S. Senate, Democratic Incumbent 
Dick Durbin will face Republican 
challenger Jim Oberweis.
 The state-wide midterm 
voting period will be held on 
November 4th. For more information 
on all Illinois races, students can go 
to ballotpedia.org/Illinois, or Illinois.
state-election.info.  
Gubernatorial Candidate Fact Sheet
Governor Pat Quinn (Democrat):
 Born 1948 in Illinois
 Education:  Bachelor’s from 
Georgetown University’s Edmund 
A Walsh School of Foreign Service, 
Law Degree from Northwestern 
University’s School of Law
 Founder of Non-Partisan volunteer 
group Coalition for Political Honesty 
in 1975
 Fought 40% increase in legislator 
salaries in 1978
 Elected Cook County Board of 
Appeals Commissioner in 1982
 Helped created Citizens Board 
(CUB) to advocate for consumers 
against unfair utility rates in 1983
 Elected State Treasurer by 
landslide in 1990, a position 
in which he helped to pass the 
Illinois Whistleblower Reward and 
Protection Act
 Elected Lieutenant Governor in 
2002. 
 Takes office as Governor of 
Illinois in 2009
Bruce Rauner (Republican):
 Born 1957 in Illinois
Earned his Bachelors from 
Dartmouth College, and a Masters 
in Business Administration from 
Harvard University.
Began working for Golder, 
Thoma, and Cressey Retirememnts 
(GTCR), a company which oversees 
Retirement investments. In 1981, 
Rauner became one of GTCR’s first 
partners.
Rauner has supported various causes, 
such as the YMCA, local hospitals, 
and the development of charter 
schools with his wife. 
Rauner wears an $18 watch, has six 
children, and loves hunting, hiking, 
and fishing.  
*Facts compiled and reported by 
Phoenix writer and GSU student 
William Wright.  Voter registration 
for the upcoming elections are now 
closed.  Still need to register?  Go to...
h t t p : / / w w w. e l e c t i o n s . i l . g o v /
votinginformation/register.aspx
Editorial
The Paradigm of the Moment
By Terry Banies, BSW
 “Paradigm,” according 
to Merriam Webster dictionary, 
is a “philosophical or theoretical 
framework of any kind.” There are 
two prevailing set of ideas in the 
paradigm that I am about to reveal. 
The first being the idea of chance, 
here the operational definition of a 
situation favoring some purpose. 
The second idea here is the choice of 
change.
 Today after class about 
9:30pm a friend of mine dropped 
me off at Harvey bus terminal. After 
exiting his vehicle, I walked to where 
I was supposed to board the 349 pace 
bus to 79th and Western. As I stood 
there smoking a cigarette, a man 
walked up to me and asked where he 
should board the bus heading towards 
95th and Western. I responded to him 
that he was standing in the right place. 
He then asked me if I wanted to sell 
him two cigarettes, and I gave him 
two as he attempted to hand me a 
dollar; and I said to him to pass the 
blessing of a dollar to someone else. 
He stated to me that he should have 
donated the extra dollar to his church. 
Although that was not my idea of how 
the dollar should have been passed 
along, his very unique perception of 
passing it along was valid because it 
came from him. 
 We continued to talk, and he 
disclosed to me that he just came from 
the Harvey 100 club. Most people 
would think that this was a bar of some 
kind by the name; allow me to assure 
you that it’s quite the opposite. The 
Harvey 100 club is a place that holds 
AA, NA and other types of meetings 
daily for those recovering from 
addiction. This gentleman looked at 
me waiting for me to ask him what is 
what, only I simply smiled and waited 
for him to finish.
 After a short pause I asked 
him how much clean time he had, 
and he responded “two days.” I said 
“Wow.”  Anybody that knows me 
knows that when I say wow, a sense 
of humility or amazement comforts 
my spirit.  “Two days!” I said, and I 
shook his hand again and asked him 
for a hug. That’s right: I asked a total 
stranger for a hug, because I sensed 
an apprehension or desperation in his 
voice. He began pacing and saying 
why he can’t get it right, and I looked 
at him and said “you are getting it 
right.  Here it is after 10pm and you’re 
on your way home from a meeting, 
right?  He responded “yes.”  I said, 
“did you get high today?”  He said 
no.  I asked him if he was afraid of the 
uncertainty of tomorrow, and again he 
said “yes,” and I responded, “you are 
getting it right.”
 The gentleman began 
describing the dilemma that he was 
facing, his being released from the 
penitentiary in February, and his 
daughter getting sick while he was 
somewhere getting high. This was 
enough to get us both to reflect back 
on the pain we no longer had to be a 
part of.  It also made me appreciate 
gratitude, and disclose to him that 
I had eight years clean. I sensed he 
needed proof that staying clean could 
be done. 
 I explained to him that this 
was not some meeting of chance: this 
meeting was arranged by something 
greater than ourselves, to remind the 
two of us to stay the course. This 
meeting took me back to those dark 
days of sitting on an orange milk crate 
in someone’s basement with only 
the smidgen of hope for one more. It 
took me back to a bathroom stuck in 
my own dilemma, if I should get one 
more, or not; if I should settle for less 
of myself, because it was easier, or if I 
should walk with faith. 
 I will soon graduate with 
my Masters in Social Work, because 
someone else offered me hope: not in 
the apparent reality of existing in life, 
but in the unseen possibility of living 
life with hope.  
 The moral of the story is 
that everyday we’re faced with a 
challenge of choice: some of us take 
the challenge of choice to change, 
and some of us become comfortable 
settling for what our perception of 
reality is.  Reality can change like the 
undertones of words, and the optical 
aspect of change can be consistent 
with the reality of what was: therefore 
leaving the unseen parts of change 
hidden to the thoughtfulness of 
what can be. What was becomes the 
framework, or a set of dysfunctional 
to functional ideas; while what will 
be becomes the value of change. 
What was, is not, and cannot be, is 
the catalyst for what will be. Because 
the possibility or the choice of change 
is always considered to be the core 
of what will be. Therefore what was 
is the experience of painful events, 
and what will be is the voice or the 
empathetic response to that pain. 
              - Terry Banies, BSW
I asked him if he 
was afraid of the 
uncertainty of 
tomorrow, and again 
he said “yes,” and I 
responded, “you are 
getting it right.’ 
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Orbis
2014 Crime Report
Governors State University ranked as 
Safest College Campus in the State of Illinois
By Kyle Horn
Associate Editor
 GSU’s 2014 Crime Statistics 
Security Report And Fire Safety 
and On-Campus Student Housing 
Report have been published. Since 
the enactment of the College and 
University Security Information Act 
and the Crime Awareness and Campus 
Security Act of 1990, it is required that 
information and statistics regarding 
crime rates on campus be distributed 
to student and faculty.
 Within the report is a trove 
of information about the definition 
of potential crimes on campus, how 
to prevent them, and what to do in 
the event that one occurs. Statistical 
charts of crime rates since 2011 are 
also included. 
 “Compared to other 
universities, Governors State has 
always had relatively low statistical 
numbers, making GSU the safest 
campus in the State of Illinois” said 
Police Chief Lt. James McGee in 
E-mail correspondence. There are 
only two incidents noted within the 
entire Security report over the course 
of three years, both occurring in 2013 
(Auto theft and domestic violence). 
 Lt. McGee also made a point 
to explain that the “Public Safety 
approach to the criminal element 
is to raise awareness, that safety is 
everyone’s responsibility and it takes 
full participation from all to continue 
to see low the statistical numbers 
that have been reported over the past 
several years.” 
 The facts speak for 
themselves: GSU is a safe and secure 
community. Never the less, crime can 
happen to anyone and any time. Were 
the unfortunate incident to occur that 
one of GSU’s student were to be the 
victim of a crime, the Annual Security 
report explains what do under such 
circumstances as sexual assault, 
theft, burglary, assault etc. The first 
step in any situation is to report it 
immediately.
To view GSU’s Annual Security 
report,  visit the Police Services 
page of the GSU website. A link to 
the report will be on the left side, 
first from the bottom of the selection 
menu.  
Immigration Day:
Civic Engagement, GSU 
Student Volunteers to assist 
residents with U.S. Citizenship 
documentation on October 18
By Jonathan Bulthuis, Editor
 This Saturday, October 18, 
is National Immigration day.  GSU’s 
Civic Engagement and Community 
Service Center, in association with 
the New Americans Initiative, will be 
transporting GSU students who are 
interested in volunteering to the Logan 
Square Neighborhood Association 
office in Logan Square, Il, to assist 
legal U.S. residents who are applying 
for U.S. Citizenship.    
 Student participants will have 
the opportunity to help applicants 
fill out their N-400 citizenship 
applications.  Bi-lingual students 
particularly are encouraged to 
volunteer, but all volunteers who are 
interested will be able to fill a real 
and relevant need for persons that are 
completing their applications.  
 The citizenship-team will 
depart by bus from the GSU Circle 
Driveway at the main entrance to D 
Building at 7 am on Saturday.  Any 
GSU students who may be interested 
are encouraged to contact AmeriCorps 
GSU Campus Contact Taneisha 
Palmer at civicengagement@govst.
edu as soon as possible.  A free lunch 
will also be provided for all student 
volunteers.
Freedom Summer 
Student Conference
By Gregg Greer
Contributing Writer
 On Thursday November 6, 
2014 Governors State University is 
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Passing of the Civil Right Act 
and “Freedom Summer” with, among 
other events, a Student Research 
Conference with the theme of How 
Far We Have Come, How Far We 
Have Yet to Go?
 The Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(Pub.L. 88–352, 78 Stat. 241, enacted 
July 2, 1964) is a landmark piece of 
civil rights legislation in the United 
States that outlawed discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin. [VII] of the act created 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) to implement 
the law.
 Freedom Summer was 
a campaign in the United States 
launched in June 1964 to attempt to 
register as many African-American 
voters as possible in Mississippi due 
to widespread voter and economic 
suppression which occurred at the 
time.
 The Freedom Summer 
Conference is  an opportunity to 
present your work publicly and 
provide a forum to re-commit to the 
goals and hopes that inspired the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and Freedom 
Summer.  Please direct all questions 
to: Commemoration Committee of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act and Freedom 
Summer. Larry S. Levinson, Ph.D. at 
LLevinson@govst.edu
Lost Items: 
Reward for Safe Return of 
Two AWOL Newspaper Racks
The Phoenix Student Newspaper has lost two Newspaper Racks in the 
hubub of construction to the Library and causeway this Fall.
If you know the location of our Library and second floor 
D-Building newspaper racks, please let us know immediately.
The missing newspaper racks look exactly like the racks from which you 
acquired the helpful, informed student periodical that you see before you.
Please help us get our racks back.  Please email the Phoenix at 
phoenix@govst.edu or call us at 708 - 534 - 4517
By Katrina Koltz, Columnist
 Once you have created 
a stellar resume, submitted your 
application, and set an appointment 
for the interview, there are some 
important steps you will want to take 
to prepare for it.  Remember that an 
interview is a vital part of employer 
assemssment of your value to a 
company. Being prepared, asking the 
right questions, and making the right 
impression are all key to your future 
with the company and will determine 
whether or not you get the job.
 Consider the types of 
questions you will be asked in the 
interview. These will vary greatly 
based on the field you are in and 
the size and structure of the hiring 
company such as small independently 
owned or large corporation. One 
way to do this is to Google search 
common interview questions. 
Another is to hone in specifically on 
the company you are applying for 
through glassdoor.com, which has 
job listings, company reviews from 
past and current employees, salary 
listings, and information from real 
interviewees. Each review highlights 
the application and interview details, 
interview questions they were asked, 
and whether or not they received the 
position.
 Conversation during the 
interview should not be one sided, 
but well-balanced and reciprocal. The 
best way to do this is to research the 
company and look at their mission 
statement. This will give you insight 
as to what the company values, 
expectations of how their clients or 
customers will be treated, and how 
they run their company. From this 
information, find ways in which you 
share their values and how you can 
implement or promote their mission 
statement. 
 First impressions matter! Do 
not underestimate the power of the 
first impression- whether positive 
or negative. Studies have found that 
nonverbal cues have a greater impact 
on the impression you make than 
anything you say. You will want to 
appear confident, and not cocky or 
desperate. Straightening your posture, 
making eye contact, smiling, raising 
your eyebrows, shaking hands, and 
leaning in slightly can achieve this. 
These non-verbal signs convey that 
you are approachable, competent, 
energetic, interested, and engaged. 
This will also help to build rapport 
with potential employer and more 
memorable when they are reviewing 
candidates later. And this is all 
accomplished in the first seven to ten 
seconds you meet!
 At the closing of the interview, 
be sure to thank them for their time, 
request a business card, and shake 
hands. You can also ask when you can 
expect to hear back from them but be 
brief. Expert recommend sending a 
thank you note two to three days after 
the interview. This should be hand 
written, neat, concise, and contain 
your contact information. 
   Good Luck!
Preparing for the 
Interview
Campus
 Wand is a hyptonist from 
Galena who came to GSU as part 
of a college show tour that started 
mid-August at New Mexico State 
University, and ends this November 
at his alma mater, the University of 
Iowa.
 Saturday, October 11, 2014 
included more fun activities and even 
a bit of fundraising. The College of 
Health and Human Services hosted a 
“Run, Walk, Stroll & Roll” on campus 
grounds, the College of Arts and 
Sciences sponsored a mock college 
class session, and Sheryl Jones-
Harper, President of the Civil Service 
Senate, sold taffy apples to raise 
money for the Educational Assistance 
Awards offered to Civil Service 
employees, spouses and dependents. 
The Civil Service Senate will be 
holding its annual Civil Service day 
on December 3.
 Caricaturist Bruce Carelvato 
also visited GSU, drawing free 
live caricatures for everyone. Mr. 
Carlevato is an Elmhurst resident who 
started drawing pictures at the age of 
10. He also draws live caricatures at 
conventions, trade shows and select 
Chicago Bulls home games.
 The GSU Jaguars also 
returned to basketball action on 
Saturday, defeating the Loyola 
University Ramblers 110-69. Other 
activities included a Table Tennis 
instructional workshop, a Children’s 
Story Hour, a Bouncy House in the 
Family Development Center, and the 
celebration of National Coming Out 
Day by the LGBT community and the 
Gay/Straight Alliance. 
 Chicago Area cosmetologist 
Ashley Jamison painted faces, and 
students and their families were 
invited to take a trip “Around the 
World in a Day” with the International 
Culture Organizations hosting of 
“Passport World”, where everyone got 
a feel of different cultures and food 
from countries such as Mexico, Italy, 
Cameroon, China, Poland, Pakistan, 
and Palestine, and India.
 GSU’s Monster Library 
also facilitated a visit from Michael 
“Mike” Wazowski and James P. 
“Sulley” Sullivan, the star characters 
of the movie “Monsters University,” 
which was shown as a free matinee to 
GSU students, their families, and their 
children. Saturday night was wrapped 
up with a concert starring the Rebirth 
Brass Band in the Hall of Governors, 
where Rocambu Jazz gave a preview 
of a blend of  High Life, Rumba, 
Biguine, Francophone and New 
Orleans and Harlem Jazz.  
 Family and Friends Weekend 
wrapped up Sunday with a  limited 
seating Jazz Brunch with President 
Elaine Maimon. 
Family and Friends
Weekend
“One University, One Book” program selects
Annie Leonard’s “The Story of Stuff”
By Brian Bock
Contributing Writer
     The GSU Library has chosen the 
book The Story of Stuff by Annie 
Leonard as its choice for the One 
Book, One University program. 
The program, which is sponsored 
by the Intellectual Life Committee, 
unites the entire campus community 
around a book.  The book chosen 
for the program will be the theme 
for upcoming events sponsored by 
the library and the Intellectual Life 
Committee.
     The Story of Stuff is keeping in 
with Governors State University’s 
dedication to sustainability. The book 
itself is a reflection of the consumer 
society, and the resulting effects on 
the earth.    Author Annie Leonard 
started The Story of Stuff project 
in December of 2007.  The project 
aims to educate people about how 
unsustainable consumerism through 
lectures, videos, and web outreach.  
 The Story of Stuff outlines a 
products stages of use in each chapter. 
These chapter themes: extraction, 
production, distribution, consumption 
and disposal, breakdown the process 
“stuff” goes through from raw 
materials to landfill.  These chapters 
not only focus on the physical process, 
but also educate the reader on the 
economic, social, and political aspects 
of a product’s life. 
     The GSU Library and The 
Intellectual Life Committee have 
taken this message of sustainability 
to heart.  During the library’s summer 
renovations, a number of outdated 
materials needed to be removed to 
create more space.  These materials, 
such as cassette tapes and outdated 
books, were recycled instead of 
thrown away.  A partnership with 
Better World Books was formed to 
help give these materials another life 
in countries that need educational 
materials.
 The library also partnered 
with the Keeling Family Foundation 
in order to recycle some its small 
electronic appliances.  The Keeling 
Family Foundation utilized support 
from Vet Tech, an e-recycling program 
that provides IT training for veterans. 
The next Vet Tech event will be on 
October 23, 2014.  Students and 
faculty are encouraged to bring their 
outdated and broken electronics for 
collection.
 More information on One 
Book, One University program can 
be found at http://www.govst.edu/
onebookone/ or at the GSU One 
Book One page on Facebook.  More 
information on The Story of Stuff can 
be found at storyofstuff.org. 
Social Justice Class 
holds Book Drive
By Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
 The GSU criminal justice 
department Social Justice class is 
holding a book drive all through 
November.  The goal of the book drive 
is to improve the library of Statesville 
prison.  Boxes to put your used school 
books into are located throughout 
the campus as well as outside GMT 
108.   
 The criminal justice Social 
Justice class here at GSU asks for 
your help in assisting those in need. 
For more information, contact Caron 
Jacobson at CJacobson@govst.edu. 
Jacobsen’s office is GMT 108.  Sudents 
who are intersted in participating in 
the book drive can reach her by phone 
at 708-235-2136. 
SWSO: October 
benefits schedule
By Jonathan Bulthuis, Editor
 The Social Work and Social 
Organization club, along with other 
GSU students, rocked the color pink 
last week in the honor and memory 
of exemplary GSU student and breast 
cancer fighter Nina Lee (see photos 
on the page 6).
 SWSO and the Gay Straight 
Alliance will be holding a bake sale 
and bake-off on October 28th in the 
Hall of Governors.  SWSO will be 
partnering with the Phi Alpha Social 
Work Honor Society on an Old Skool 
vs. New Skool Candy sale, with a 
tentative date set for October 21st, 
pending confirmation.  
 SWSO and the Phi Alpha 
Honor Society will also be holding a 
Toiletries and Cellphone throughout 
October, in honor of domestic violence 
awareness month.  Donations from the 
event will benefit the South Suburban 
Family Shelter.
GSU Table Tennis 
champs gear up for 
competitive season
By Jonathan Bulthuis, Editor
 GSU’s Table Tennis team, 
which took 1st place in last year’s 
Midwest Regional National Collegiate 
Table Tennis Association, and 14th in 
the NCTTA Nationals, is gearing up 
for the 2014-2015 competitive season. 
Team Captain and GSU Table Tennis 
champion WenJie (Neo) Nie (center) 
is both leading and coaching the 
team through its preliminary practice 
period.  The competitive schedule, 
which is still being determined, will 
begin in November. 
 The GSU Table Tennis team 
includes Captain Nie, as well as GSU 
students Oladele Iyodo, Ato Anderson, 
Chris Robinson, ChengPeng Li, Jia 
QuiLu, Jordan Wauters, Rowacd 
Mudiappa, Hinal Mehta, and Yu-
chuan Wang (check out the team in 
our photo montage on page 6).
Write for the Phoenix!  Email us at....
phoenix@govst.edu
Campus
GSU happenings, early October, 2014.  Clockwise from top left:  
GSU’s Olympic-style pool rests in perfect placidity before the storm of children, stu-
dents, and community members that took a dip during FFW’s free pool admission.
GSU students Mike and Britney get a chance to meet Jag during Thursday’s pep rally.
The Jaguars and the Ramblers scramble for the ball during Saturday’s heated game.
Doria Scott assists a young community member at the GSU connect table at FFW.
The inside cover of the International Student Clubs inauguaration of Passport World, 
which gave kids and students alike a chance to sample foreign wares, pass through 
customs, and even get a free Henna tattoo.
The GSU Table Tennis team meets for practice last Wednesday afternoon.
GSU Center #21 takes a penalty shot during Saturday’s game against the Ramblers.
Campus Chorale practices on Monday, Oct. 13, for their Oct. 26 performance.  
Lisa Carra gets her caricature drawn by caricature artist Bruce Carelvato at FFW.
Al Jackson, GSU Campus Chorale director, pantomimes instructions to the choir dur-
ing Monday’s unexpected Extreme Weather Warning.  Al and the chorale went right 
back to work after the extreme weather excitement without missing a beat.
Life Span Financial Education Fair
October 16
5 - 8 p.m.   •   Hall of Governors
1 University Parkwat, University Park, IL 60484
Take Control  
of your Finances
Presented by the 
Psychology and Stress Research Lab
For more information, contact Dr. Crystal Harris Blount 
at cblount@govst.edu, 708.235.7569 
Sponsored by the Intellectual Life Grant
Maristella Zell’s Freshmen Seminar Class:
A collection of original editorial content on sustainability issues
Transcribed and compiled by 
Bob Meyers, Staff Writer
 Professor Maristella Zell’s 
Freshman Seminar class recently had 
the assignment of researching articles 
that describe alternative options for 
space-restricted gardening, and the 
class has come up with troves of ideas 
as to how one can and should learn to 
grow your own food.  These are just 
a few highlights of what the student’s 
wrote.
Rachel Walker:  “College can be 
very difficult at times for many 
students planning to eat healthy and 
save money.  Growing your own food 
is a way to save plenty of money, but 
it is a close to impossible task for 
someone living in an apartment or 
densely populated area.”  
 “You can put your indoor 
plants in old wine boxes or flower 
beds.  You can even grow citrus 
indoors, which will also give your 
home a pleasant aroma.”  
Khalil Norman:  “The many 
benefits of gardening include health, 
exercise, environmental purposes, 
etc. However, gardening is usually 
performed by gardeners around the 
age of fifty.  This is a problem for 
college students and other young 
adolescents.  If college students were 
to grow their own food, extra money 
would not have to be wasted on greasy 
foods and you could save money.”
T. Crawford:  “A lot of people live 
in Prairie Place and [a rooftop garden] 
would be easily accessible for those in 
need of food.” 
Jasmine Boler-Smith:  “If you live in 
an apartment, a fire escape is a handy 
place to grow your garden as well as 
the walls, window sills, or ground. 
Before you start, you must pick a 
location to grow your food.  You don’t 
want to grow in a spot that doesn’t get 
any sunlight because your food will 
not grow.  Growing your food on the 
windowsill, balcony and fire escape 
are great locations because sunlight 
will hit all these spots.”
Dominique Hunt: “People living in 
apartments can grow their food on 
the fireplace if they have one, their 
balcony, porch, windowsills, and, if 
you’re on the first floor, you could 
grow along the side of the building, 
where there is a little space.”  
Sarah Conley:  “For us [at GSU], 
we have many options to grow our 
own food.  They include but are not 
limited to park district gardening 
organizations, local colleges, and a 
roof top garden.  For GSU students, it 
is incredibly fortunate that our school 
offers land plots that can be rented out 
during gardening season for a small 
fee.   Many libraries or park district 
organizations also offer similar 
programs.”   
Emily Metzger: “Sustainability is 
not always about recycling.  It is 
also about keeping a productive and 
healthy earth for us as well as future 
generations.  Growing our own fruits 
and vegetables shows that we know 
how to be sustainable and that we care 
for the earth.”  
Elishia Harris: “If you grow your 
own food, you will know how it’s 
being planted, what is being used, and 
where it’s being grown at.”  When 
you’re growing your own food, you 
can wash it off, clean it, and cook it 
while it is 100% fresh.  Graining your 
own food is better for the environment 
because it would be much healthier.  If 
you grow your own food, you would 
have less garbage.”
Kewain Archie:  “There are plenty 
of places you can use to grow your 
plants.  It’s balconies, courtyards, 
greenhouses, and much more.  Any 
area that has a lot of space can be 
resourceful.  It can be exciting to 
make earth a healthier planet.  The 
course and school helped me sustain 
my life by recycling more and being 
more mindful about what you throw 
away in the garbage.”  
Jack Renstrom:  “Lots of people 
have begun using rooftop gardens if 
they do not have yards.  It is especially 
popular in Chicago.  These rooftop 
gardens look beautiful and function 
the same way as a regular garden. 
Another option is using ultra-violet 
lights to grow food or plants inside 
your dorm or house.  Students would 
then be saving money on food and 
helping the planet out, too.  Trying to 
grow food with space restrictions is 
driving to a store.  
 “Also, where the food comes 
from is known, harmful parasites are 
typically not used, so they will not 
affect our ecosystem.  Not driving 
to the store to get these things cuts 
back on harmful chemicals being 
emitted into the atmosphere.  Overall, 
a person is helping themselves, the 
environment, and their values.” 
Greta Schutt:  “You can plant 
herbs in jars and leave them on a 
table.  You can also plant small pots 
of different vegetables.  Then, you 
don’t even need to go to the store 
when you are hungry.  You can also 
get together and start a rooftop garden 
with other people.  The community 
comes together this way.  You can 
create a cute little garden in multiple 
windows.  A creative idea would be to 
start the plants in eggshells in an egg 
carton.  You just need a little soil and 
some seeds.” 
Alan Robertson: “If you live in a 
house with a front yard, back yard, 
or both, you can replace the grass 
with trees that bear fruit, bushes that 
grow berries, and plants that grow 
vegetables.  Many houses already 
have apple and crab apple trees in 
their surrounding yards.  Bushes in 
Megan Rath: “Cost reasons aside, 
growing your own food is better 
for your health, better for the 
environment, and even tastes better. 
There are different tutorials on the 
internet about making or buying a 
vertical wall planter.  Another idea is 
recycling wine bottles and converting 
them into hanging planters.  A window 
herb garden is another example.”
Damien Alvarez:  “Students can 
grow their own foods using simple 
containers that have been discarded. 
It will help decrease the amount of 
waste created and can contribute to 
their health and wellbeing by eating 
fresh foods.  One way to start is 
by purchasing seeds; either herbs, 
vegetables, or fruits that can grow 
in small areas.  Once the seeds have 
been purchased it is simple to find a 
container to place it in.”  
Jamia Briggs: “Planting in containers 
has provided a contemporary aspect 
to gardening.  Gardening in containers 
and in your windows is a fascinating 
way to plant and has expanded 
the horizons of gardening for 
homeowners and often has provided 
the only way to garden for apartment 
and condominium dwellers.”
Stephanie Rademacher-Schubbe: 
“I have come up with a few options that 
may be appealing to these students. 
The first would be containers or pots. 
Of course, being indoors you would 
want something that fits in or around a 
window or door with ample light and 
has a dish or coaster for overflow of 
water.  Another option I have seen all 
around Chicago are window planter. 
Even if you’re 5 stories high, you can 
hang the planter outside the window 
and access your vegetable plants or 
herbs.”
Ryan Tucker: “The world is using 
up all of its natural resources.  This 
is an opportunity to gain and add to 
our environment together.  Nothing is 
more important than the community 
and world we live in.  Let’s encourage 
others to help our community, our 
school, and ourselves.  We should be 
more sustainable when it comes to our 
resources that we are slowly running 
out of.”
Shense Vanmoore:  “Apartment 
or dorm dwellers could utilize 
hydroponic systems to grow and 
retain small plants and herbs.  We are 
community friendly as they can be in 
tubs and the entire facility can join in 
the planting and harvesting process of 
the vegetation. ”  
Apifani Grillier:  “Planting your own 
food can be very fun, helpful, and 
cost-efficient.  How many times have 
you needed something simple, like a 
tomato to go in your salad, but didn’t 
want to go to the store?  One does not 
necessarily need a big backyard to 
make a simple garden.  You can even 
ask the school administrator about 
planting a couple fruit trees.  After 
all, it will make the school look much 
better to transfer students knowing we 
have a green thumb.”
 The Phoenix owes a hearty 
thanks and congratulations to 
Professor Zell’s Freshman Seminar 
class for their insightful and energetic 
editorial submissions.  Thank you all 
for your important contributions.
the surrounding area produce berries 
and also serve as shrubbery used for 
promoting an attractive, authentic 
yard.”  
Marcus Love :   “Not only is the 
system cheap, but it’s also clean and 
dirtless.  Through a complex system of 
pumps, tubes, and nutrient-rich water, 
you could be taking your first steps 
to a healthier and more sustainable 
life.  It’s important to realize that we 
are a part of a system much more 
complicated than hydroponic gardens, 
yet they are extremely similar.  
Brandy Jeffers: “Growing your own 
food requires a lifestyle change.  It 
takes a lot of time to nurture a garden. 
It is a very gradual process and may be 
harder for some.  Moreover, growing 
your own food does more than put 
money in your pocket.  It saves the 
plants.  Think of how much less 
would be put into the atmosphere if 
food wasn’t transported from different 
states and countries.  The air would be 
so much fresher.  
Sarah Berger: “Composting is when 
food scraps and other plants can be 
turned into soil.  This is very beneficial 
to the environment because waste that 
would be going into landfills is turned 
into useful soil.  
not easy but sustaining the earth and 
eating healthy food should be a high 
priority for everyone.”
Chance Lopez:  “Many people 
in today’s world have pioneered 
growing vegetables in their dorms 
and apartments.  With the help of the 
internet, these people want to share 
their progress with you.  One of the 
easiest things to do with your small 
space is grow vegetables on your 
balcony.  A balcony has plenty of 
space and will receive a great amount 
of sunshine and rain throughout 
time.  Many large buildings also have 
skylights.  By planting a garden under 
this large, sunny area you can not only 
grow food, but also make the lobby a 
more natural and interesting place. 
The solutions are there.  It is up to you 
to address the problem.” 
Tiffany Nrechrit: “Growing 
vegetables and herbs yourself is not 
only healthier, but can save money, 
which is something most college 
students want to do.  If there is access 
to it, it is possible to have a roof 
garden.  This will give the plants 
the best source of sunlight, and give 
the opportunity to grow plants on a 
bigger scale.  Growing on a balcony 
or rooftop has more convenience than 
Reel Reviews: “Battle of the Gods” the return of Dragon Ball Z
Artes
A brief interview with Dr. Santoro about TAPS November production of Lorraine Hansbury’s 
“A Raisin in the Sun”
Interview by Jon Bulthuis
 
 GSU’s Theatre and 
Performance Studies program, under 
the direction of TAPS Program 
Coordinator Dr. Patrick Santoro, is 
currently rehearsing for its’ upcoming 
performances of “A Raisin in the Sun,” 
which will be shown in the Center for 
Performing Arts on Thursday, Nov. 6 
and Saturday, Nov. 8 at 7:30 pm, in 
addition to a matinee performance on 
Sunday, Nov. 9, at 2pm. 
Phoenix: “Why did TAPS choose “A 
Raisin in the Sun” this year?”
Santoro: “Why another production 
of A Raisin in the Sun? Because 
the story still matters. While racial 
discrimination has shifted since 
Raisin’s 1959 Broadway debut, it has 
not disappeared. 2014 is a historic year, 
marking both the 50th anniversary of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Bill, the arrival 
of GSU’s first freshman class, and the 
launch of the Theatre and Performance 
Studies major. 
 Moreover, Raisin is set in 
our very own backyard—Chicago’s 
southland. Mounting Raisin at a 
time of such historical significance, 
and in close geographical proximity, 
feels right, and it is a production that 
I know our campus community will 
appreciate.”
Phoenix: “It sounded like you had 
an overwhelming response during 
tryouts.  Did you? ...and if so, was 
the selection/adjudication process 
difficult?”
Santoro: “We had 34 [students] 
audition for nine roles, our best 
turnout yet. The audition consisted of 
a one-minute monologue and scene 
readings. 
 “The casting process is 
always a difficult one when the 
people with varying degrees of 
experience, from first-time actors to 
seasoned performers.  In addition to 
actors, I work with the entire crew—
stage management, backstage run 
crew, set designer, lighting designer, 
properties, CPA staff, etc. This is our 
biggest collaborative effort yet.  
 We are most definitely 
building a community of artists. In 
regards to our community response… 
incredible; we had just as many 
community members as students 
audition.”
 “Not only are we engaging the 
community at our auditions, but we are 
also engaging the community’s youth: 
our final dress rehearsal, a matinee for 
junior high and high school students, 
has sold out the CPA’s 1100-seat 
capacity. What a final dress rehearsal 
for the cast and crew that will be!”
Phoenix: “Why is “A Raisin in the 
Sun” still a strong and pertinent 
premise and message for GSU 
students to hear, in 2014?”
Santoro: “Raisin is one of the most 
groundbreaking plays of the 20th 
century; it is a literary masterpiece, 
a significant work of activism.  The 
dialogue – it’s honesty and rawness 
– jumps off of the page.  Raisin is a 
production that everyone should see 
at least once in their lifetime.” 
Phoenix: “Are you pleased with the 
way the rehearsal process is going? 
Looking forward to the end event?”
Santoro: “This is one hardworking, 
talented cast and crew that serves 
Lorraine Hansberry’s words well. 
They are dedicated artists who 
understand the power and necessity of 
this story. They often remind me how 
much this experience means to them. 
Seeing them so happy and proud 
warms my heart.”
talent pool is top-notch, and this was 
the case. A director must take into 
consideration the entirety of the cast, 
so part of the casting equation is about 
talent, the other half fit. I am pleased 
with the fine cast assembled for our 
production.” 
Phoenix: “How is involvement across 
platforms, and with the stage crew? 
Big community response?
Santoro: “Unique to this production, 
and GSU productions past, is that 
we have students working with staff 
and community members, which is 
not often the case with university 
productions.  This mix allows for a 
rich opportunity for bringing together 
By Walter Banasiak, Columnist
 The popular anime series 
“Dragon Ball Z” has seen somewhat 
of a resurgence in recent years. In fact, 
some would say its popularity never 
waned in the first place. Since 2008, 
Z fans haven’t really seen any brand 
new content from the series and its 
creator Akira Toriyama…until now. 
In March of last year, a new theatrical 
film was released in Japan called 
“Dragon Ball Z: Battle of Gods.” 
The U.S. manifestation of “Battle 
of Gods” was released with English 
dubbing in a limited theatrical release 
in August of 2014. The DVD/Blu-
ray was made available for purchase 
in early October with 20 minutes of 
added footage.
 In “Battle of Gods,” the 
Z-Fighters must contend with Lord 
Beerus, the God of Destruction: but 
only a God can fight a God. With 
the recently uncovered legend and 
recreation of the mythical Super 
Saiyan God, the Z-Fighters look to 
defeat the new bad guy, Lord Beerus 
and once again save the Earth. 
 As a longtime fan of the 
series, I enjoyed “Battle of Gods” 
very much. There is a lot of comedy 
in this movie;  definitely trademark 
Dragon Ball comedy, and almost all 
funny: but at points I found myself 
wishing it was more serious. That 
didn’t ruin the film by any means, 
but it was a much lighter tone than I 
expected to see.  Lord Beerus  opens 
up huge new details on the Dragon 
Ball universe and how it’s configured, 
and with a sequel to “Battle of Gods” 
already announced, let’s hope those 
interesting details are expanded upon.
 “Battle of the Gods” was 
a fun trip to take back to the realm 
of the DBZ series. I sincerely 
hope more content comes out with 
heavy influence from creator Akira 
Toriyama. “Battle of Gods” was not 
the epitome of why I loved DBZ in 
the first place, but it was authentic 
enough to keep my attention, and I 
look forward to better movies in the 
near future. Reel Reviews is giving 
“Dragon Ball Z: Battle of Gods”, a 
7/10.  Follow us at youtube.com/user/
TheReelReviewsShow and “like” 
us on Facebook at facebook.com/
ReelReviewsShow.
Student Life Program Coordinator Dennis Dent and student Cherish Brown get 
into their roles as siblings Walter and Beatrice Younger, in rehearsal for the 
Nov. 6 - 9 TAPS performances of Lorraine Hansberry’s “A Raisin in the Sun.”
Vitae
Student Textbook Pricing: 
students may see alternative to high texbook costs 
with new “Books on Reserve” sharing system
By Bob Meyers
 Do you feel textbook prices 
are out of your budget?  You are not 
alone.  Assistant Professor in English 
Kerri Morris feels your pain.  Morris 
empathizes with her Rhetorical Theory 
students and feels that publishers 
set their prices far too high.  Morris 
views textbook prices to be “a crime.” 
She hopes the future will bring open-
source textbooks with specialists in 
the field contributing chapters.  
 Morris feels this “gives 
students citations to find in the 
library.”  Morris recommends Perseus 
Digital Library, where you can find 
classical texts that gives students 
choices.  Morris says that personalized 
textbooks from publishers frustrate 
her and bundled books are a “travesty. 
You could go to a course catalogue 
and count up the number of sections 
that the book has.       
 Morris said, “I’d like to see 
students throw down the gauntlet 
and say, ‘what are you going to do 
about textbooks?’  Students should 
get involved in student senate, 
contact publishers, and collaborate 
with the faculty and the senate to get 
solutions.”  What does she suggest? 
“Maybe a task force,” said Morris.
 Dean of Students and 
Associate Vice President of 
Academic Affairs Aurelio Valente is 
in the process of reinstating Books 
on Reserve, where one copy of a 
textbook will be available at no cost 
for students to sign out and use for 
use in the library for as long as faculty 
designate.  
 Typically, the sign out period 
will be 2-4 hours.  This is different 
from a library book check out in that 
textbooks signed out can only be used 
on GSU grounds and not taken home. 
 Books on Reserve was 
launched as a response to first year 
students.  Freshmen get less financial 
aid from the federal government, 
resulting in less funds to purchase 
textbooks.  
 Vice President Aurelio 
Valente told the Phoenix that “we hope 
to work proactively for the spring to 
reach out to get copies of required 
books.”  Any faculty member can fill 
out a Reserve Request Form for use of 
textbooks on the premises.    
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phoenix
@govst.edu
for Ad Costs and a 
Publication Schedule
Stadium
Athlete Profile:
Someone we should all 
know: 
GSU Center #21 
Haki McLaurin
By Gregg Greer
Contributing Writer
 Haki McLaurin is a GSU 
undergrad student and a native from 
the South Side of Chicago. Haki came 
to Governors State University as a 
transfer student, and graduated from 
Malcom X College with an Associate 
of Arts with a concentration in 
General Studies.  McLaurin is a junior 
Elementary Education and History 
major. 
 McLaurin is active in GSU 
sports and plays Center #21 for the 
Governors State University Jaguars 
Men’s Basketball Team. According 
to McLaurin, he gets his basketball-
playing inspiration from NBA stars 
Kevin Garnett and Tim Duncan.  He 
will start his senior year at GSU in 
the Spring 2015 semester.  Upon 
Graduation, he said he has exciting 
plans in the education field.   “I came 
from a single parent home with three 
siblings,” said McLaurin, “but I’ve 
always believed that hard work and 
persistence pays off.” 
 Haki McLaurin is definitely 
someone we all should know.
 Men’s Basketball Jaguars kick-off 2014 - 2015 
exhibition game season with two big wins
By Gregg Greer
Contributing Writer
 The GSU Jaguars kicked 
off their first Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball season with a pep rally 
and exhibition kick-off game on 
Thursday, October 9, against Trinity 
International University.  The Jaguars 
followed up the game on Saturday 
with a skirmish against the Loyolla 
Ramblers Club.  The Jaguars won both 
events with a substantial collective 
point lead of 112 points.
 The Jaguars are on a natural 
high, and seem to be playing 
with greatness; and we know that 
something as subjective as greatness 
is a debate that depends on how it’s 
defined. When most people think 
of great, their first thought maybe is 
that the GSU Jaguars are going to be 
league champions. Well, keep hope 
alive, because so far we have really 
great indicators. 
 If the final scores from 
Thursdays and Saturdays games are 
going to be the measuring stick to 
judge the quality of a team, we can 
definitely say that a lasting impression 
has been left for us during the first two 
games. Here are the stats!  Judge for 
yourself...
Game Scores:
GSU Jaguars VS Trinity International Final 121-50
GSU Jaguars VS Loyola Ramblers Club Final 110-69
GSU Game #2 Heavy Hitters and Highlights:
Saieed Ivey# 02 : 2-7 3-Pointers. 2 Deflects and 22 Total Points
Sondale Conner #03 : 2-6  3-Pointers. 5 Deflects and 19 Total Points
Princeton Stewart : 17 Total Points
Johnte Shannon #12 : 2-4 3-Point FG/FGA. 2 Deflects 11 Total Points
Chris Seaton#15 : 13 Total Points
Pierre Jolly #20 : 13 Total Points
Keep up the great work- Go Jaguars!
Jaguar Men’s Basketball Stats and Highlights
10/15- Wednesday (Men) 6:00pm 
Chicago Steam (Scrimmage)
10/17- Friday (Men) 5:30pm Prairie 
State Community College (Scrim-
mage)
10/18- Saturday (Men) 1:00pm DeP-
aul Club Team
             3:00pm Fire Club Team
10/21- Tuesday (Women) 5:30pm 
Prairie State Comm. College (Scrim-
mage)
10/24 Friday (Men) 6:00pm IIT
10/25- Saturday (Women) 1:00pm 
Triton Community College (Scrim-
mage)
10/28- Tuesday (Women) 4:00pm 
Chicago Steam Club
            (Men) 6:00pm Midwest Elite 
Prep
10/30 -Thursday (Women) 5:00pm 
Trinity Christian College
              (Men) 7:00pm Trinity Chris-
tian College
2014 -  2015 GSU 
Basketball Schedule
November Basketball 
Schedule
11/1 Saturday W 1:00pm 
Kishwaukee Community College 
(Men) 3:00pm Frankfort All Star 
Club Team 
11/3 Monday W 5:00pm Joliet 
Community College 
(Men)  7:00pm Trinity 
International University 
11/8 Saturday W 1:00pm Olive-
Harvey College 
(Men)  3:00pm Silver Lake 
11/11 Tuesday (Men)  6:00pm 
Olive-Harvey College 
(Scrimmage) 
11/12 Wednesday W 6:00pm 
Kennedy-King College 
11/13 Thursday (Men)  6:00pm 
Midwest Elite Prep Club 
11/14 Friday (Men)  6:00pm Iowa 
Fire Athletic Club 
11/15  Saturday (Men) 1:00pm 
Iowa Fire Athletic Club 
  (Women)  3:00pm Fire 
Club Team 
11/17 Monday (Men) 6:00pm 
Olivet Nazarene University 
11/20 Thursday (Women) W 
5:00pm   
  (Men)   7:00pm Judson 
University 
11/22 Saturday (Women)  1:00pm 
Loyola University Ramblers-Club 
Team 
11/25 Tuesday (Women) 4:00pm   
     (Men)  M 6:00pm Morton 
College.
The GSU Table Tennis team practices last Wednesday in the Recreation and 
Fitness center racquetball court.  The GSU TT team WON the midwest NCTTA 
regional championships last year, and came in 14th in the nation.  Neo Nie, 
team captain and highly ranked national player,  is synonymously the team 
captain and unofficial team coach.  Anyone who is interested in joining the 
GSU TT Team should speak with Program Director Dean Jennings or contact 
Neo at neojie1986@gmail.com.
The Phoenix is seeking 
a dedicated and capable
Sports Writer and Sports 
Photographer.
This non-staff position is a 
compensated, paid per article 
position.
The Sports Writer and 
Photographer would be 
expected to attend all home 
basketball games, as well as 
other GSU Sports like Table 
Tennis, Cricket, Volleyball, 
Golf, Crosscountry, and other 
developing or upcoming 
GSU club and intercollegiate 
sports.
Please help us set a news 
precedent in providing 
consistent sports coverage at 
GSU. You could  easily be 
GSU’s first exclusive Sports 
Writer. Quite an opportunity.
Please contact us for info.
phoenix@govst.edu
The Phoenix is seeking a 
Sports Writer and Photographer.
You could be GSU’s first dedicated 
Sports beat reporter.
The Sports Writer/Photographer
will be paid commision for assigned 
articles and photographs of GSU 
sports.
Stop by the Newsroom at E2543 or 
email us at phoenix@govst.edu
for more info.

